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Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu on Thurs-
day announced a reward of Rs 1
crore to archer Vennam Jyoti
Surekha, who received the
prestigious Arjuna award two
days ago. He also announced a
500- sq yd house site in Vijaya-
wada and a government job for
her. Surekha met the Chief
Minister here this afternoon 

Madonna moves to Lisbon
as son joins Befica academy:
US pop star Madonna has mo-
ved to Lisbon so her 11-year-old
son David can join the youth
academy at top football club
Benfica, local media reported 
on Thursday. Madonna has
been staying in a Lisbon hotel
after buying a house in the
bucolic village of Sintra, 30
kilometres northwest of the
Portuguese capital. 

Malaysia win 145 golds to
become SEA champs: Host
Malaysia won 145 gold medals at
the Southeast Asian Games to
emerge as overall champion for
the first time in 16 years, making
it a double celebration as it
ushered in its 60th anniversary
of their independence from
British rule. The medal bounty
exceeded Malaysia's record of
111 golds in the 2001 games that
it last hosted. 

Divya is World U-12 chess
champion: Nagpur’s little
chess Queen Divya Deshmukh
kept the Indian flag flying high
by winning the only medal in the
World Cadet Chess champions-
hip which concluded in Pocos de
Caldas, Brazil, on Thursday.
Maintaining her unbeaten run in
the 11-day championship, Divya
collected 9.5 points to bring
home the gold medal in the U-12
girls’ category. Starting as a
third seed, the 1993 Elo rated
Nagpur master won eight 
games and drew three rounds
for the triumph. 

Gursimar bounces back:
Gursimar Badwal grabbed a
one-shot lead with an even par
72, recovering from a modest
opening round the Women's Pro
Golf Championship, on Thurs-
day. Gursimar had a steady start
with eight pars before finding
three bogeys in a span of five
holes, which also had a birdie on
10th in the second round at the
challenging KGA Golf Course. 

India in bridge Worlds 
semis: The Indian team has
made it to the semifinals of the
43rd World Bridge Teams Cham-
pionships being held in Lyon,
France. AGENCIES

SNAP SHOTS

Rs 1 crore for AP
archer Surekha

London: England interna-
tional Alex Oxlade-Cham-
berlain has joined Liverpool
from Premier League rivals
Arsenal, his new club anno-
unced on Thursday.

Liverpool did not disclose
the transfer fee, but they are
believed to have paid £35 mil-
lion for the midfielder’s ser-
vices. Liverpool said the 24-
year-old had signed a “long-
term contract”, which is tho-
ught to be a five-year deal.

Spurs complete deal for
Aurier: Ivorian right-back
Serge Aurier has joined Tot-

tenham Hotspur from Paris
Saint-Germain on a five-ye-
ar contract, the two clubs an-
nounced on Thursday. Spurs
are reported to have paid
PSG around £23 million to
sign the 24-year-old, who
won two Ligue 1titles during
his three years in Paris.

Swansea sign Renato on
loan: Euro 2016 winner Re-
nato Sanches has joined
Swansea City on a season-
long loan move from Bayern
Munich, the English Premi-
er League club announced
Thursday. AGENCIES

Medio Oxlade joins Reds

Madrid: Spain must over-
come their recent struggles
against Italy when they
host the Azzurri in a crucial
World Cup qualifier in Mad-
rid on Saturday, a game
where the victor will take a
giant step towards sealing
their place in next year's to-
urnament in Russia. 

The two old rivals are
locked on 16 points at the top
of Group G with four games
remaining, winning every
game so far aside from their
1-1 draw in Turin last Octo-
ber, although Spain lead the
group due to their superior
goal difference. 

Victory at the Santiago
Bernabeu would put the
2010 World Cup winners two

further wins from guaran-
teeing top spot in the group
and an automatic place in
Russia. Defeat would likely
see them finish runners up,
which means being placed
in the November playoffs. 

Spain enjoyed an im-
pressive run of results aga-
inst Italy between 2008 and
2014, including penalty sho-
ot-out wins in Euro 2008 and
the 2013 Confederations
Cup and a resounding 4-0
thrashing in the Euro 2012
final, but have failed to win
their last three meetings.
Spain were overpowered by
Antonio Conte's tactics in
their 2-0 defeat in the last 16
of Euro 2016, while a late
Daniele de Rossi penalty de-
nied them win in October's
qualifier, ensuring a 1-1
draw. REUTERS

Spain out to reverse
results against Italy

New Delhi: India’s hopes of
witnessing a boxer in the fi-
nals of the World champions-
hips were dashed yet again as
Gaurav Bidhuri fell short in
his bantamweight (56kg) se-
mifinal bout against Ameri-
can Duke Ragan. 

Bidhuri, who became just
the fourth Indian pugilist to
win a World championships
bronze, lost via a unanimous
5-0 decision in Hamburg on
Thursday night.

“The American boxer
was really good, I must give
him credit for that. He studi-
ed my game very well and alt-
hough he is usually an ag-
gressive boxer, he used his
defensive technique well
from the second round on-
wards. My game is based on
aggression and I kept moving
forward to land my punches
but I walked into a few of his
jabs,” Bidhuri told TOI from
Hamburg.

The first round between
the two was an even contest,
with the 19-year-old Ragan ta-
king his time to warm up and
both boxers exchanged equal
number of jabs. From the se-

cond round onwards, Ragan
moved well in the ring as an
increasingly frustrated Bid-
huri walked into a couple of
powerful Ragan punches.
The Cincinnati-born Ragan
was the clear winner in Ro-
und Two and Bidhuri was left
with a big gap to overhaul in
the final round.

“I thought it was a quite

an even contest. I thought
they could have have gone
with a split decision. I am dis-
appointed with the result. I
desperately wanted to beco-
me the first Indian to reach
the World championships fi-
nal,” the 24-year-old said.

Much like the second ro-
und, Bidhuri tried to keep up
with Ragan but the Ameri-

can managed to dodge his
long reach well. 

“I was really surprised by
the way he completely chang-
ed his game. We had analysed
his previous bouts and wins
over Cuban and Chinese box-
ers, but he was much more
subdued against me which
caught me off guard. 

“I also got a bad headbutt
in the first round and blacked
out for a few seconds, which
distracted me for some time
at the start of the second ro-
und,” Bidhuri, who only en-
tered the World champions-
hips as a wildcard after Bhu-
tan refused the quota berth
in his weight category, said.

Gaurav falls in semifinal,
settles for WC bronze

Pune: India’s top two seeds in
the qualifying draw - Arya
Bhivapathaki and Abhishek
Saini - bite the dust in the In-
dia Junior (U-19) Internatio-
nal Grand Prix for the Sus-
hant Chipalkatti Memorial
trophy at the Modern
PDMBA Sports Complex on
Thursday.

Arya and Abhishek lost to
Hyeong Jung Kim of Korea
and Meiraba Luwang of In-
dia respectively.

While Arya lost in stra-
ight games, Abhishek lost 19-
21in the third.

Malvika Bansod accoun-
ted for Gayatri, a daughter of
national coach P Gopi Chand,
21-19, 21-13. But the Nagpur
girl lost to Eun Ji Lee of Korea
20-22, 21-16, 21-11in the next ro-
und of the qualifiers.

St Anne’s U-14 girls 
triumph in hockey

St Anne’s High School be-
at Angel Mickey Minie Scho-
ol to win the the Zilla Paris-
had’s inter-school U-14 girls’
hockey title.

Rachel D’Souza and Kaus-
hiki Pawar scored in either
half for the winners.

St Clare’s girls’ high scho-
ol won the third place as they
got a walkover from Anglo
Urdu. The latter lost to St An-
ne’s 0-5 in the semifinals after
Hussaina scored a hat-trick.
Angel Mickey Minie rallied
to beat St Clare’s 2-1 in the
other semis with goals from
Piyush Narke and Shravani
Gore. St Clare’s Siddhi Ude-
kar had scored the first goal
of the match in the 17th minu-
te before Angel Mickey Minie
scored the two in the next two
minutes.
OTHER RESULTS
TABLE TENNIS: Zilla Parishad,
Inter-School, Symbiosis School,

Prabhat Road
U-14 girls’ final: SPM bt Millenni-
um 3-1 (Aneeha D’Souza bt Sayuri
Patil 11-1, 11-8; Megha Kajale bt Ti-
tiksha Pawar 11-1, 11-4; Nupur Jos-
hi lost to Sayali Patil 7-11, 7-11; Ane-
eha D’Souza bt Titiksha Pawar
11-4, 11-1).
Third place: City International bt
DAV, Aundh 3-0 (Rima Desle bt
Apara Shaligram 11-3, 11-1; Shruti
Dani bt Archita Anjan 11-9, 11-6; In-
drayani Deshpande bt Ankita
Munde 11-4, 11-8).
U-19 girls’ final: Ferguson bt Delhi
Public 3-1 (Isha Joshi bt Shikha
Bhat 11-5, 11-3; Isha Parande bt Hu-
nar Malik 11-3, 11-3; Madhavi Pand-
kar lost to Aryaki Thakur 3-11, 2-11;
Isha Joshi bt Hunar Malik 11-2,
11-7).
BRIDGE: Deccan Club Hirabaug
Monthly Pairs meet
Results: 1. Nitin Shirole/Rajendra
Behere (312.97 points); 2. Satish
Gole/Vijay Vaidya (279.91); 3. Da-
modar Joglekar/Sunanda Ranade
(271.09); 4 Pramod Joshi/Chand-
rashekhar Deshpande (269.41).

Arya, Abhishek crash out
from badminton junior GP 

Devadyuti.Das
@timesgroup.com

Gaurav Bidhuri (56kg) lost 0-5 to American Duke Ragan in semis

PTI

The American boxer
was really good, I

must give him credit for
that. He studied my game
very well and although he is
usually an aggressive
boxer, he used his 
defensive technique well
from the second round
onwards. My game is based
on aggression and I kept
moving forward to land my
punches but I walked into a
few of his jabs
Gaurav Bidhuri | BOXERBOXING 
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