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New Delhi: The landmark
India-US military logistics
agreement in Washington
was complemented with a
strategic confluence in Delhi
where foreign minister Sush-
ma Swaraj and secretary of
state John Kerry agreed on
the “urgent need” for Pakis-
tan to dismantle safe havens
for terrorists and criminal
networks.

“We reaffirmed the ur-
gent necessity for Pakistan to
dismantle safe havens for ter-
rorists and criminal net-
works including Lashkar-e-
Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed
and D-Company,” Swaraj sa-
id after the conclusion of the
last strategic and commerci-
al dialogue with the Obama
administration.

On his part, Kerry said,

“Let me be clear, US supports
all efforts to bring the perpet-
rators of the Mumbai and
Pathankot attacks to justi-
ce... terror is terror, no mat-
ter where it comes from.”
The commercial aspects we-

re also significant compo-
nents of what the foreign mi-
nistry described as a “full
spectrum 
partnership”, encompassing
clean energy and 
cyber research and reflec-
ting the Modi government’s
determination to build the
relationship. 

Swaraj said the two sides
had discussed at length the
issue of terrorism which was
the “foremost threat” to in-
ternational peace and securi-
ty. The particular reference
to LeT, Jaish and D company
—linked to dozens of terro-
rist strikes in India—was in-
tended, as Swaraj said, to sig-
nal a meeting of minds on
terrorism and the need to
abjure any distinction betwe-
en good and bad terrorists.

Saying that she had brie-
fed Kerry on the threat posed
by Pakistan-sponsored
cross-border terrorism to In-
dia and the wider region,
Swaraj added, “Secretary
Kerry and I also agreed on
the need for Pakistan to do
more to bring the perpetra-
tors of 2008 Mumbai and 2016
Pathankot terrorist attacks
to justice.”

The linkage between the
Mumbai and Pathankot at-
tacks was a clear endorse-
ment of the Indian position
that the strike on in the IAF
base was sourced from Pakis-
tan just as the Lashkar raid
on India’s financial capital.
The complementarity on ter-
rorism and Pakistan was ac-
companied by some warm
comments as Kerry said “we
have moved amazingly in
this relationship” that had
once struggled to come out of
the shadows of the Cold War.

Kerry said India and the
United States had committed
to cooperation in cyber cri-
me, renewable energy and
upgrading India’s power
grids and would pursue trila-
teral talks between the US,
India and Afghanistan at the
UN next week. He added that
India-US nuclear trade sho-
uld soon see American nucle-
ar reactors being set up in In-
dia.

US secretary of commer-
ce Penny Pritzer said any
change in US H1B and L1 vi-
sas were not directed at Indi-
an applicants and reflected
across the board decisions
that were not nation-specific. 

Kerry: Terror
Is Terror,

Regardless
Of Its Source

Sushma, Kerry call on Pak
to dismantle terror havens 

Union minister Sushma Swaraj
and US Secretary of State John
Kerry interact prior to a 
meeting in Delhi on Tuesday
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Hyderabad: A 24-year-old air
hostess with a private airlines
was allegedly molested by a ra-
dio taxi driver on the outskirts
of Hyderabad early on Tuesday.
A case of of attempt to rape and
robbery has been registered
against the driver. The offender,
identified as Imran, is a resident
of the Dargah Khaliz Khan loca-
lity in Rajendranagar and is ab-
sconding. 

The incident occurred aro-
und 2am when the woman step-
ped out of her apartment to pur-
chase some medicines. She
went to a cab parked nearby and
asked for help as the medical sto-
re near her house was shut. In
her complaint, the survivor ac-
cused the cabbie of taking her to
an isolated place near Outer
Ring Road on the pretext of hel-
ping her, before he tried to as-
sault her sexually.

“When she inquired with
the cab driver about medical sto-
res nearby, he offered to drive
her to one,” said an official from
the Rajendranagar police sta-
tion, quoting from the compla-
int. He claimed that the survivor
sat in the cab’s front seat. “The
driver, however, misguided her
and took her to an isolated place
where he caught hold of her and
molested her, pushing her
down. But she managed to resist
him. The driver then forcibly
snatched away her cellphone
and assaulted her, due to which
she sustained injuries. Later,
the accused left her at an isola-
ted place and fled,” said Sunpre-
et Singh, deputy commissioner
of police, Shamshabad. 

Help arrived when the 24-ye-
ar-old spotted another cab dri-
ven by a man, Latif, who was ta-
king a passenger to Shamsha-
bad airport. “She called a friend
from Lateef’s mobile, who in
turn called the cops. The pas-
senger in the cab had also repor-
tedly called the cops,” said a poli-
ce official. 

Air hostess
molested, left
stranded by

cabbie in Hyd
TIMES NEWS NETWORK New Delhi: The Supreme Co-

urt has supported the Maha-
rashtra government’s new law
banning showering of curren-
cy notes on girls in dance bars,
but questioned it for allegedly
putting unnecessary condi-
tions on bar owners like instal-
lation of CCTV cameras insi-
de and ban on serving liquor
during performances, which
are in violation of the apex co-
urt’s directives.

A bench of Justices Dipak
Misra and C Nagappan on Tu-
esday supported the state go-
vernment’s decision to bring a
new law to make showering of
currency notes on dance bars
a punishable offence, saying it
was against the dignity of the
girls performing at the bars. 

The state government re-
cently framed Maharashtra
Prohibition of Obscene Dance
in Hotels, Restaurants and Bar
Rooms and Protection of Dig-
nity of Women Act, 2016 which

says that “no person shall
throw or shower coins, cur-
rency notes or any article or
anything which can be mone-
tized on the stage or hand over
personally to a dancer or mis-
behave or indecently behave
with the working women or to-
uch her person in any place”. 

For any violation, the Act
provides for a prison term that
can extend up to six months or
fine which may extend up to
Rs 50,000 or both. 

Challenging the validity of
the law, the Indian Hotel and
Restaurant Association had
contended that showering of

currency was a kind of tip gi-
ven to performers and it could
not be criminalised. 

Senior advocate Jayant
Bhushan, appearing for the as-
sociation, said money was gi-
ven to singers performing on
stage and there was nothing
wrong if people gave money to
dancers.

The bench, however, said,
“Prima facie, we do not find
any illegality in it. It is for the
benefit of performing girls. A
person watching dance can-
not throw coin or currency no-
tes at dancers. It is against the
dignity of the girls.” 

SC against showering of
money on dance bar girls

AmitAnand.Choudhary
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Mumbai:Licences awarded to all three dance bars on the insistence
of the Supreme Court in May have been revoked for failure to comply
with the rules under the new law that regulates the business.

Awarded licences by the police after the Supreme Court told the
state government not to delay the process, the bars, Aero Punjab, Sai
Prasad and Indiana, were told by the state to fulfil all requirements
under the new dance bar rules within 60 days of obtaining the
licence. “These bars did not fulfil the requirements in the new rules
and so their licences stand revoked, and the Rs 2 lakh fee that they
paid has also been forfeited,” a senior police officer said. TNN

All three dance bar licences revoked

Vatican City: A public mass
by Pope Francis and a special
papal audience at the iconic St
Peter’s Square, family feasts
hosted by the nuns of Missio-
naries of Charity (MOC), mu-
sicals, exhibitions and release
of a commemorative stamp
will mark the canonization of
Mother Teresa as a saint here
on September 4.

An estimated 500,000 peo-
ple are expected to gather at
the circular Square in front of
the Vatican on Sunday as a
barrage of Indian officials led
by external affairs minister
Sushma Swaraj will gather be-
side Pope Francis and an esti-

mated 350 nuns of the MOC to
witness the historic event.

Rome’s abuzz with the fer-
vour of canonization with ro-
ads lined with books, magazi-
nes and curios on Mother Te-
resa. The Vatican will roll out
the ceremony on Thursday
that coincides with the start of
the Holy Year of Mercy called
by Pope Francis. The pontiff
opened the Holy Door in St Pe-
ter’s Basilica on Tuesday, set-
ting in motion the jubilee year
that will see Emeritus Pope
Benedict XVI participate as
well.

The two-hour long ceremo-
ny will start at 10.30am. After
the canonization, a Mass of
thanksgiving will be conduc-

ted by Cardinal Pietro Paro-
lin, the Vatican secretary of
state, to glorify Saint Teresa. 

Ambassador Anil Wadh-
wa said the Indian delegation
is around 100-member strong
and will include Union mini-
ster Harsimrat Kaur Badal,
CMs Mamata Banerjee and
Arvind Kejriwal, deputy CM
of Goa Francis D Souza, secre-
tary general of Catholic Bi-
shops Conference, Rev Theo-
dore Mascarenhas, former so-
licitor general Harish Salve,
and Supreme Court judge Ku-
rien Joseph among others.
Wadhwa said, “The canonisa-
tion is historic as it links India
with the Vatican.” An estima-
ted 150,000 Indians live in Italy.

Rome abuzz with fervour of
Mother Teresa’s canonization
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HISTORY IN THE MAKING: Nuns of Missionaries of Charity on a tour of Basilica of Sao Paolo in Rome

Aurangabad: The cyber
crime branch of the city police
on Sunday arrested a candi-
date and four others for cheat-
ing while using hi-tech devices
during a Maharashtra Public
Service Commission exam
held in Wardha on Sunday. The
exam was being held at the
Government Medical College
and Hospital (GMCH) here for
the post of tax assistant in the
sales tax department.

The police said the candi-
date, Vithalsingh Gholwal (23),
used a spy camera to record im-
ages of the question paper and
sent it to three of the other ac-
cused, who searched for the an-
swers online and also took help
from experts. They relayed the
answers back to Gholwal, who
was wearing mini-bluetooth
earphones. The other four who
were arrested are Gholwal’s
younger brother Sandeep (20),
Lakhansingh Dedwal (20),
Arun Zonwal (24) and GMCH
clerk Madan Bamnath.

The police said Bamnath
had borrowed the laptop of a
GMCH medico, Vikas Rathod,
on Saturday, saying he re-
quired it to help his daughter

complete an academic project.
He returned the laptop to Rath-
od on Sunday afternoon after
the exam.

When Rathod examined
the laptop, he found that the
last user had not logged out of a
particular website. On check-
ing the site, he learnt that some
communication had taken
place to cheat in the exam. 

He approached the cyber
crime branch the same eve-
ning. After making discreet in-
quiries for two days, the police
told Rathod to lodge a com-
plaint. They arrested the five
men on Tuesday.

Cyber crime officials said
the accused have been charged
with cheating by imperson-
ation, dishonesty, criminal
conspiracy, abetment of crime
and various sections of the IT
Act and the Maharashtra Pre-
vention of Malpractices at Uni-
versity, Board and other Speci-
fied Examinations Act 1982.

The accused have been re-
manded to nine days in police
custody. Primary investiga-
tions have revealed that the spy
camera was procured from
Delhi. The bluetooth ear-
phones, spy camera and other
devices used by the accused
have been seized by the police.

MPSC candidate uses
spycam in exam, held 
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Ahmedabad: The Gujarat go-
vernment has banned slaugh-
ter of animals and birds as
well as sale of meat, chicken
and fish in its municipalities
from August 29 to September 5
for the Jain fasting period of
‘Paryushan’.

In big cities like Ahmed-
abad, Surat and Vadodara, the-
re is no ban of sale of poultry,
meat and fish, though slaugh-
terhouses will remain closed.
The issue has reached Gujarat
high court which has sought
explanation from the govern-
ment.

A 2008 Supreme Court or-
der approved closure of abatto-
irs during ‘Paryushan’ to re-
spect religious sentiments of
the minority Jain community.

With this order, apart from clo-
sure of slaughter houses in
municipality limits, the direc-
tor of municipalities has also
banned sale of meat and fish
by issuing a circular on August
22. This matter was first heard
by Justice S H Vora, who asked
the state to file a reply explai-
ning the decision. The judge
asked to place this case before
an appropriate bench. “The
matter will be taken up for hea-
ring on Thursday,” said petitio-
ner’s advocate Jay Thakkar.

Deputy chief minister Ni-
tin Patel said, “Government
has given orders following ear-
lier order of SC and present le-
gal provisions which allow
banning of slaughter of ani-
mals and sale of meat and fish.
This practice is being obser-
ved for the past several years.”

Gujarat govt bans non-veg
food during Jain fasting 
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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